Updated: December 2014

Retail Fuel Station — Energy Resiliency Program

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1) Q: What is the Retail Fuel Station — Energy Resiliency Program?

A: The Retail Fuel Station — Energy Resiliency Program is a grant program funded with approximately $7
million in Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)
money. This voluntary program is designed to enhance the operational resiliency of retail fuel stations
statewide from future electric power outages by incentivizing the permanent installation of back-up
electric generator “quick-connects” or back-up electric generators. (A “quick connect” is a method of
connecting a portable generator to the service stations emergency electrical panel utilizing cord-and
plug connections).

2) Q: What is the maximum grant award that Applicants are eligible to receive?

A: Grant awards up to $15,000 available for targeted retail stations with gasoline fuel storage capacity
between 18,000 to 35,000 gallons to purchase “quick connect” technology or offset a portion of the cost
of purchasing and permantently installing a back-up electric generator.

Grant awards up to $65,000 available for targeted retail stations with gasoline fuel storage capacity
greater than 35,000 gallons for the permanent installation of back-up electric generator units.

3) Q: What are the main eligibility requirements and conditions to the Retail Fuel Station — Energy
Resiliency Program?

A: The main eligibility requirements include the following:

e Applicant is owner of the project site or operator with legal authority to make such permitting
and construction alterations to the project site.

e Work on the proposed project did not commence prior to execution of the grant agreement.
e Retail fuel stations with gasoline fuel storage capacity between 18,000 to 35,000 gallons to be
eligible to purchase quick connect technology.
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e Retail fuel stations with gasoline fuel storage capacity greater than 35,000 gallons to purchase
and install an onsite back-up electric generator.

e Retail fuel station are required to sell both gasoline and diesel fuel, except in very limited
instances where a station does not sell diesel fuel but is the only available retail fuel outlet
located within one-quarter (1/4) mile of an identified evacuation route.

e Retail fuel station must have an effective UST (underground storage tank) registration.

e Proposed project site must not have current back-up generation.

4) Q: What are the Conditions of the Energy Resiliency Program?
A: The main conditions include the following:

e Applicant must ensure that preventative maintenance is conducted as specified by the
generator manufacturer or a maintenance contract for a permanent generator be in place for at
least five (5) years from date of final approval of municipal building inspector. In either case,
maintenance must be logged in a maintenance log that is kept on location and subject to NJDEP
inspection.

e Applicant must comply with State and federal (Davis-Bacon) prevailing wage, and State and
federal affirmative action/equal opportunity employment requirements.

e Applicant must present a valid Tax Clearance Certificate at approval.

e Per FEMA requirements, if the project site is in a flood plain, flood insurance must be
maintained on the property for an amount of time equal to the life of the asset. Application
approval may also be conditioned upon the implementation of required flood mitigation
measures.

e Applicant must be a US citizen or provide proof of non-citizen national or qualified alien status.
e Applicant (and contractor(s)) must pass a disqualification/debarment review.

e The proposed project must comply with all environmental and historic preservation laws and
requirements.

e All local permitting must be obtained including the Local Use and Occupancy inspection by the
appropriate municipal official. In addition, State permitting may be required, including NJDEP
Air Quality Permit (GP-005), if applicable.
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5) Q: What are eligible costs under the program?

A: Under the Retail Fuel Station — Energy Resiliency program, the permanent installation of back-up
electric generator “quick-connects” or the permanent installation of a back-up electric generator to
energize the station’s primary retail fuel pumps, Point of Sale systems, requisite lighting and safety
systems/equipment are eligible expenses. No other infrastructure hardening and/or mitigation work is
within the scope of this program. See NJEDA website for a detailed list of eligible and ineligible costs.

6) Q: What is the application process?

A: Eligible retail fuel station owners or operators are invited to voluntarily participate in the Program.
There will be an open rolling process for accepting applications. Funding will be in rounds with the
second round application period closing on March 31, 2015. All applications must be complete and
include all of the information as requested.

Completed applications will be reviewed on a first-received basis. The application will gather specific
information about the applicant and project responsive to program requirements.

Applications received from an operator of a proposed project site must demonstrate legal authority to
make such permitting and construction alterations to the project site.

Priority will be given to stations located at or near a bridge or tunnel and stations that fuel county
emergency vehicles. At the end of the application period, staff will reserve funding based on completed
applications received with these stations receiving priority.

7) Q: What is the application approval process?

A: EDA will review applications submitted by eligible retail fuel station owners or operators related to
the proposed project site location and scope of work in order for FEMA to perform the required historic
preservation and environmental review and project approval.

The applicant will be notified within approximately 45 days as to eligibility status. The timing will
depend upon secondary reviews required by OEM and FEMA and additional time may be required if any
issues are raised during the environmental and historical reviews.

Upon receipt of the Notice of Approval from FEMA, EDA will prepare a grant agreement outlining the
conditions of the grant award for execution by the applicant.

All awards are subject to availability of funds.
8) Q: When can | start the work?

A: No work should commence until a grant agreement is fully executed between the applicant and the
EDA. Failure to do so could result in a declination of a grant award or disbursement of funds.
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9) Q: What if my proposed location for installation changes after | have received preliminary approval?

A: The applicant must notify the EDA immediately in writing, with applicable photographs, if the quick
connect or permanent generator will be installed in a different location other than what was originally
indicated in the preliminary application. No work is to commence until a new grant agreement is
executed between the applicant and the EDA for the new location of the quick connect or permanent
generator. Failure to do so could result in a declination of a grant award or disbursement of funds.

10) Q: How much time do | have to complete my proposed project?

An applicant proposing to install a “quick connect” with program grant funding will be required to
complete the installation of a quick connect and submit all the required documentation no later than
three (3) months from the date the applicant received the grant agreement.

An applicant for permanent generator funding will be required to complete the installation of a
permanent generator and submit all the required documentation no later than six (6) months from the
date the applicant received the grant agreement. Notwithstanding the forgoing, if local zoning board
approval is required in order to complete the permanent installation of the generator, the 6 month time
period will be tolled until there is a hearing in front of the local zoning board and the Board renders its
decision. The applicant must inform the EDA in writing upon notification that a zoning board approval is
required and provide evidence of its decision.

If the retail fuel station was lawfully licensed to operate on October 29, 2012 and sustained verifiable
physical damage as a result of Superstorm Sandy, the owner/operator will have one year from date the
program launch to complete reconstruction and mitigation work and meet all program conditions.

11) Q: Are there any fees associated with the Retail Fuel Station — Energy Resiliency Program?

A: EDA will not charge an application or other administrative fees to the applicant in association with
the Program.

12) Q: Who do I contact if | have additional questions?

A: Should you have any questions, or for additional information on the grant program, please contact
the New Jersey Business Action Center at 1-866-534-7789 or email generators@njeda.com. Questions
and answers will be posted on the EDA website (www.njeda.com/generators) within the program FAQs

document on an as-needed basis.
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13) Q: Are there any additional requirements?

A: Projects funded under this program will be subject to all reporting required by NJOEM and FEMA
including, but not limited to: labor requirements (prevailing wage/Davis-Bacon/affirmative action),
historical reviews and environmental requirements. To the extent that other reporting requirements
may apply, the applicant will be made aware of and will have to provide information sufficient to satisfy
those requirements.

14) Q: Who should be listed as the applicant when completing the application form?

A: The owner of the project site or operator with legal authority to make permitting and construction
alterations to the project site should be listed as the applicant who is going to undertake the
responsibility for any costs not covered under the program.

16) Q: Whatis a DUNS Number and how do | obtain one?

A: The Data Universal Number System (DUNS) number is a unique 9-digit identification number
provided by Dun & Bradstreet (D&B), a company that researches companies and provides information
on them for credit or business decisions. Although companies often elect to get a DUNS number for use
in international business, many non-profit organizations apply for the number so that they can receive
grants or contracts from the government. The United States federal government has chosen the DUNS
number as its way to track grant money, and applying for a DUNS number is free for grant applicants.

To obtain a Duns Number, call D&B using the toll-free number, 1-866-705-5711 and indicate that you are
a Federal grant applicant/prospective applicant. D&B will ask you to provide the information listed
below and will immediately assign you a number, free of charge. The process to request number takes
about 5-10 minutes. Click here for further details on obtaining a DUNS Number.

You will need to provide the following information:

e Legal Name

e Headquarters name and address for your organization
Doing business as (DBA) or other name by which your organization is commonly known or
recognized

¢ Physical Address, City, State and Zip Code

e Mailing Address(is separate from Headquarters and/or physical address)

e Telephone Number

e Contact Name and Title

¢ Number of Employees at your physical location
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http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/grants/duns_num_guide.pdf

17) Q: What is the disbursement process?

A: After the project has been completed, the applicant will be required to complete a project
completion certificate and attach the required documents in order to receive reimbursement of funds.
A final project review will include a site inspection by the EDA.

All invoices must be presented to the EDA, along with the corresponding proof of payment.

EDA will issue the disbursement, upon satisfactory review of the project completion documentation and
site inspection.

Funding of projects will depend on the applicant’s ability to provide completed information and all
required documentation within the timeframes specified within the grant agreement.

18) Q: Will I need to repay the grant?

A: No. The grant will not be expected to be repaid. However, the EDA will consider recapturing all or
part of a grant or rescinding or terminating a grant agreement if terms or conditions set forth in the
grant agreement are not met.
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